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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   John Schmidt , Co-Chair

740-835-6491                                  (614) 272-5909               
dharsh1958@yahoo.com                        medicinewoodsohio@gmail.com                  

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, Secretary
740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645

jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                               740-851-9127

                 740-634-2470                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net
p  jhunny@bright.net                                                                

    Saturday, September 16th was a great day to meet in Yoctangee Park in 
Chillicothe to enjoy the fall, each others company, good food as usual, and the kids in 
attendance. We enjoyed picnic fair, and the young folks fished, explored and went on a 
nature and wildlife treasure hunt.  It was great to see so many families and children 
enjoying the park on such a fine fall day. We were all in picnic mode, so there was no 
business meeting.                                  Respectfully submitted: Betsy Pierson

John King has kindly agreed to administer this year's picture contest.  This of course does not exclude
him from entering pictures from his farm!  John, as you probably know, is not only a great

photographer, nature lover and web guru, but he is also very organized.  Here are the particulars about
this event, which will be held as part of our regularly scheduled November 9th meeting.

Entries Due to jfking@earthlink.net by Midnight, October 28, 2017. 
Entries received after that date will not be in the contest. 

TWO Categories 
1. Trail Camera—Camera must be owned by SOFA Member or immediate family member submitting

the photo. 
2. Non-Trail Camera—Photo must be taken by SOFA member or immediate family member. 

Maximum Number of Entries per SOFA Member—8 in each category. 

Each Photo should have a Title (do not include your name) and indicate if it was taken with a Trail
Camera, or non-Trail Camera. 

For help with emailing, contact John (jfking@earthlink.net) or Betsy
(godivapoodlesmith@gmail.com). 

GOOD LUCK!
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs,

Jackson
740-589-9915

Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Athens
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR Forester
Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

September 8th I attended the “Day in the Woods” event.

   The day was perfect, and the content was as advertised. “Tips Tools, and 

Techniques to improve your Woods”

   Crop Tree Management was discussed in the classroom, then we went into the 

woods to look at actual examples of Crop Tree Release, and see the benefits and 

results.

   Next was Enhancing Food Production for Woodland Wildlife. This complimented 

the crop tree release, as a way to control the species of trees in your woods.

   There was also some information on State funds available to woodland owners.

   It was a great “day in the woods” and I personally came away with some new ideas.

As  Tree Farmers we concentrate on  Wildlife, Water, Wood, & Recreation.

We live in a part of the world that has the most diverse woodlands anywhere on the 

planet, and I learned of the importance of that diversity. Due to timber harvests and 

natural disasters, we have to actively manage our woods to maintain that verity. In 

many clearcuts the White Oak are not regenerating, letting the faster growing species

to take over.

  That is now part of my management plan, and I hope you will consider making part 

of yours.                                            Tim

Contact: Brad Perkins 
brad@ohioforest.org

Phone: 614-497-9580
x3250

SCIOTO TRAILS FOREST
8:00 AM

Oct 26th 2017
BEST MANAGEMENT

PRACTICES

Oct 27th 2017
CHAINSAW LEVEL 1

Registration Required
$50 for non OFA members 

Tentative 2018 SOFA  schedule

January..............................no meeting
February 8th.......................Beekeeping
March 8th...........................Forest Health
April 14th (Saturday).........Farm Tour (TBA)
May 10th............................Field Trip (Evening TBA)
June 14th............................Marketing Your Timber
July 14th (Saturday)...........King Family Farm Tour
August 9th..........................Annual Planning Meeting
September 13th...................Cast Iron Cookery (Evening at Tim's)
October 11th.......................Forestry to Family Room
November 8th.....................Open Mic & Photo Contest

Columbus Gazette:

According to a new report to the National Wildlife Federation, Ohio’s beloved Buckeye tree
is being threatened by climate change. Extreme weather such as drought, storms and
extreme heat is actually forcing the Ohio Buckeye tree to move north — into rival

Michigan.
While most Ohio State fans are watching the game, they should keep in account that, it is a

possibility we could lose the Buckeye forever.
We owe it to the next generation of Buckeye fans to preserve our Buckeyes!
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SOFA members are great
Cooks!

 Try this featured recipe by 
TIM

Slice 1- 11/2 inch thick peppers and onion. Place them in the bottom of 14” dutch oven. Add 1 can, or 12 oz. Water.
Put Rib Rub on ribs and lay them on top  of peppers and onions

Put lid on oven and bake with top coals for 2 hours at 350 degrees.
Add water / beer as it evaporates. Brush on BBQ sauce last 20 minutes of baking.

ENJOY!
Baked Potato makes a nice side dish.

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM

Wayne: What's on the menu today?
Tim: BBQ Ribs & Baked Potato.
Wayne: Those are funny looking Ribs.....What's with the bones stikin up?
Tim: They were on sale, I didn't pay attention, but found out they are “French” style ribs.
Wayne: Well, I like “French” fries, so I'll bet I'll like these!
Tim: Wayne....I ain't seen ANY kinda  food that you didn't like!  
Wayne: Dog gone it! I get pretty darned hungry by the time we get around to eatin!
Tim:  You need an appetizer?
Wayne: Is that a “french” thing too?
Tim: No, I think it's just to hold you over till the main dish is ready.
Wayne: Good I'll have one of them “appetizers”!
Tim: Sorry Wayne I don't have ant “Appetizers” today, but I'll keep it in mind for next time.
Wayne: OK, I guess I'll get these spuds wrapped in foil.
Tim: That's the spirit, keep busy and you'll forget about being hungry!            
Wayne: I don't know about that, but I'll try........

RIBS!!
Rack of ribs and Famous Dave's Rib Rub
Red, Yellow, and Green Peppers
2 Sweet Onions
Beer or Water and BBQ Sauce

Q:  Is chocolate bad for me?  
A:  You crazy?!?  HEL-LO-O!!  Cocoa bean!
 Another vegetable!  It best feel-good food around!

Q:  Is swimming good for your figure?  
A:  If swimming good for figure, explain whale to 
me.

Q:  Is getting in shape important for my lifestyle?  
A:  Hey!  'Round' is shape!

Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving
safely in an attractive and well-preserved body, but rather to skid in
sideways - Chardonnay in one hand - chocolate in the other - body

thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming 
"WOO-HOO, what a ride!!"    
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   If You Come Across A Bent Tree In The Forest, 
Start Looking Around Immediately

by Cailyn Finkel 9/14/2017 

   As the blistering summer weather cools, it's only natural that we want to go outside and explore a bit more. But before 
you strap on your hiking boots and grab the bug spray, there's something you need to know about one of nature's hidden 
secrets.
   According to the national American Forests website, bent trees are a clear Native American trail markers. Indians used to
strap the trees down and allow them to grow so the bend became permanent.
   Many of the bent trees you see while exploring the great outdoors are nature's doing.  A vast majority of the trees bent by
Native Americans decades and decades ago have a noticeable nose, or notch that juts out at the end of the bend . This was 
created by inserted a piece of the tree into a hole and allowing the tree to grow around it.
   In addition to the nose, there's another small detail that can help you differentiate nature's wonder and man-made 
markers. If you look at the top part of the inner bed, you'll also be able to see scars from where the straps were placed 
when the trees were young!
   Unfortunately, many of these trail marker trees are 150 to 200 years old - this means their lifespan is coming to a close 
and they are more and more likely to be destroyed by the expanding human population.
   That's why the Mountain Stewards website was created. The site mapped out more than 1,000 bent trees all over the 
country and documented exactly where they were. 
   Hopefully people young and old rush out to see these incredible bits of American history before they're gone!
   The site explains that this method was popular with Native American tribes all across the land and that the form has 
stuck around years after the trees were bent as saplings:  http://www.americanforests.org/blog/trail_trees/

Ohio Trees for Bees
     

10/26/2015
Denise Ellsworth, Department of Entomology

   Many people are concerned about the health and survival of bees, including honey bees, native
bumble bees and the hundreds of lesser-known native and wild bees that call Ohio home. Bees are
threatened by an assortment of factors such as pests, pathogens, pesticides, climate change and a
lack of nesting habitat and forage plants.
   Bees and flowering plants have a critical relationship. Flowering plants provide nectar and pollen for a bee’s diet. Pollen is
an essential source of protein for developing bee larvae, and nectar provides a carbohydrate source. Honey bees convert 
nectar into honey by adding an enzyme which breaks down the complex sugars into simple sugars. Bees, in turn, transport 
pollen from flower to flower as they forage, allowing for plant fertilization and the production of seeds and fruit.
   While trees provide many well-known ecological benefits, the importance of trees as a source of food for bees is 
sometimes overlooked. Ohio trees can provide food for bees from early spring through late summer, with most tree species 
in Ohio blooming in spring and early summer. Some Ohio trees provide food for bees. These trees have been described as 
important by multiple researchers and bee experts.
   Other trees can also provide food for bees. For example, Ohio horticultural experts have noted significant bee foraging 
activity on trees such as Carolina silverbell (Halesia carolina), seven-son flower (Heptacodium miconioides), goldenrain 
tree (Koelreuteria paniculata) and Japanese pagoda tree (Styphnolobium japonicum) in landscape settings.
Consider selecting one of these , when choosing species to plant in urban, landscape and rural settings.

A dime has 118 ridges around the edge.                          A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.
A crocodile cannot stick out its tongue.                           A dragonfly has a lifespan of 24 hours.
A goldfish has a memory span of three seconds.             A "jiffy" is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a second.
A shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes.     A snail can sleep for three years.
Almonds are a member of the peach family.
Al Capone's business card said he was a used furniture dealer.
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Publications available to borrow from Wayne Oney. e-mail : oneyw@yahoo.com
*Timber Management Field Book - a flip sheet of tables, formulas and graphs
*Herbicide Application Methods of Managing Appalachian Hardwood Forests
*Crop Tree Field Guide - Selecting and Managing Crop Trees in Appalachia
*Crop Tree Management - Quick Reference
*Crop Tree Management in Eastern Hardwoods
*A procedure for Selection Marking in Hardwoods
*Woodlot Management:  Helping it Grow
*Management of Young and Intermediate Stands of Upland Hardwoods
*Managing Sustainable Forests in Kentucky  University of Kentucky Publication
*Tree Planting Recommendations in Relation to Soil Conditions and Special Considerations
*Timber Management Guide for Upland Central Hardwoods
*Regenerating Oaks in the Central States
*Preferred Forest Cutting Practices and Recommendations For Foresters for Northern Ohio Forest Types
*Recommended Management Practices for Forest Land in Southeast Ohio
*Even-Aged Silviculture for Upland Central Hardwoods - Ag. Handbook 355  this was used by the Division of Forestry in Ohio to 
manage the State Forests
*Guidelines for Applying Group Selection Harvesting
*a Twenty year Plan for Establishing a More Adequate System of State Forests and Parks in Ohio -1945
*BMP's for Erosion Control for Logging Practices in Ohio
*Crop Tree Management: A new tool to help you achieve your woodland goals
*Nut tree Propagation USDA issued in 1926
*Controlling Undesirable Trees, Shrubs and vines in your Woodland
*Group Selection- problems and possibilities for the more shade-interact species
*Long term effects of single prescribed fires on hardwood regeneration in oaks
*Fire History and the establishment of oaks and maples in second-growth forests
*The "Let-It-Grow" Treatment for Timber
*Financial Maturity: A guide to increasing Financial return from your woodland
*Making log cabins endure USDA 1960
*Leaf Identification Key to 88 Ohio Trees

                                        2017 A DAY in the WOODS- TENTATIVE Schedule

September 8th – Tips, Tools and Techniques to Improve Your Woods; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental 
Forest. Registration fee $10.
October 13t – White Oak- Importance, Ecology and Management; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental 
Forest. Registration fee $10.
October 27th -BONUS – From Trees to Lumber; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural Resources. 
Registration fee $10.
November 17th – Winter Tree & Shrub Identification; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 
Registration fee $10.
November 17th  -Evening BONUS – Stargazing; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 7 PM to 10 PM; No Registration 
Fee.
                                 For reservations contact Dave Apsley @ apsley.1@osu.edu

Object 1

S.O.F.A.
THE TENAIVE SCHEDULE FOR   2017

October 12           Indian Signal Trees
November 9            Open Mic Night
December 14          Annual Meeting and Celebration.
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October 12 
          Indian Signal Trees

Presented by Dana Harsh
Dana will explain the origin of these trees, and how to identify them, with

several picures as examples.

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm

OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!

Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)

     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.


